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This is a draft document aimed for two purposes: 

- A guide for the Seerah Course on July 12/2020  

- To display the work going into the SEERAH PROJECT.  

 

The text in normal ‘times new roman’ font is what is in the most reliable book in 

English at the moment ‘Raheequl Makhtum/ The Sealed Nectar’,  

 

the additions and editing in blue italic cambria font are all research work 

and efforts from the SEERAH PROJECT.  

Hopefully this can show what we aim to achieve for the whole Seerah in terms of 

authenticity and how much information is missing in the English language.  

 

The edited, uniform document will be uploaded on the site soon after final 

editing. Please bear the minor editing needs in this copy. 

 

Please visit RIIH.ORG for more info on how to support this noble project or 

contact directly: bookrdrs@gmail.com 
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BATTLE OF HUNAYN & TAAIF 

 

Background and Reason: 

The conquest of Makkah which came forth as a consequence of a swift blow 

astounded both the Arabs and other tribes who realized that they were doomed and had to 

submit to the new situation as a fait accompli. Some of the fierce, powerful proud tribes 

did not submit and favoured resistance. Ahead of these were the septs of Hawaazin and 

Thaqif. Nasr, Jashm and Sa‘d bin Bakr and people of Bani Hilal — all of whom of Qais 

‘Ailan. They thought that they were too mighty to admit or surrender to such a victory. 

So they met Maalik bin ‘Awf An-Nasri and made up their mind to proceed fighting 

against the Muslims. 

 

Hawaazin is a major tribe under which come many sub-tribes including 

Thaqif who settled in Taaif. Their connecti on to Quraysh is by lineage, 

marital kinship and worldly ties. They are both descendants of Mudhar –

who is the 6 th grandfather of Hawaazin and the 5 th or 7th  of Quraysh. In 

marital, ties, intermarriages between Thaaqif of Taaif specifically and 

Quraysh of Makkah was common; a great example of this is displayed in 

how the Quraysh sent Urwah bin Mas’ud of Thaqif as one of their emissaries 

in the diplomacy at Hudaybiya. Economically , two of the three main 

markets were all held Thaqif territory:  

- Ukaadh: The famous market of the Arabs is between Nakhla and 

Taaif.  

- Dhul Majaaz: In the direction of Arafa  

- Majanna: it is closer to Makka 

 

The Quraysh also used to spend their summers in Taaif where they had 

orchards and gardens; as mentioned previously.  
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All of these factors made Thaqif a strong major player in the geo -political 

society of Arabia. They had naturally taken the side of Quraysh in the fight 

against Islam even though they avoided any major direct conflict with the 

Muslims.  

 

With the fall of Quraysh at the liberation of Makka, Hawaazin in general 

and Thaqif specifically stepped in to carry the banner of kufr and enmity 

against Islam. They also recognized that if they persist in their disbelief it 

was only a matter of time before the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   and the Muslims marched 

on to them. The introductions to that had already been seen when after the 

liberation of Makka the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  sent into their territory (as previously 

mentioned): 

- Khalid bin Walid with 30 cavalry to destroy the famous idol of Uzza.  

- Sa’d bin Zayd with 20 men to destroy the idol of Manat 

-The expedition of Khalid and Abdurrahman bin Awf to Banu Jadhima.  

 

Based on this, the greater tribe of Hawaazin came together. Some of the 

tribes were Banu Nasr. Sa’d bin Bakr –the tribe where the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  was 

fostered-, Jushm under their leader Durayd bin Simma, and other allies like 

Hilaal, Banu Maalik. They were all under the leadership of Maalik bin Awf 

from the tribe of Nasr. He was only 30 years old, but was a proven warrior. 

This army was estimated at around 20,000 strong.  

 

 

The Enemy’s March and their Encampment at Awtas  

When Maalik bin ‘Awf — the general leader — decided to march and attack the 

Muslims before they attacked them , he made his people take their wealth, women 

and children with them to Awtas — which is a valley in Hawaazin land and is quite near 
Hunayn. It differs from Hunayn in its being adjacent to Dhi-Al-Majaz which is 14 
miles from Makkah in ‘Arafat’s direction. 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/144-The-Enemy%E2%80%99s-March-and-their-Encampment-at-Awtas
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Hunayn is a valley in an area known today as Ash -Sharaai’. This is the 

direction to Taaif when leaving Makkah. It lies around 26 kilometeres to 

the east of Makkah. Even though the general area of Sharaa’ i lies in and 

out of the haram borders (the sacred areas), Hunayn is the part which is 

out of the haram’s end by an approximate distance of 10 kilometres. Awtas 

is very close to the valley of Hunayn.  

 

 

The War-Experienced Man Wrongs The Leader’s Judgement  

As soon as they had camped in Awtas, people crowded round Maalik. The old 

sane Durayd bin As-Simmah, who was well-known as a war-experienced man, and also 

well-known poet from the pre-Islamic days, it is estimated he was around 

90-100 years old and blind  at this time , but they used to bring him out 

because of his pedigree and war experience,  he who was among those who 

gathered round Maalik, asked: "What valley are we in?" "In Awtas," they said. "What a 

good course it is for horses! It is neither a sharp pointed height nor a loosed soiled plain. 

What? Why do I hear camels’ growling, the donkeys’ braying, the children’s cries and 

the sheep bleating?" asked Durayd. They said: "Maalik bin ‘Awf had made people bring 

their women, properties and children with them." So he called Maalik and asked him 

what made him do such a thing. Maalik said that his aim was to have everybody’s family 

and properties around them so that they fight fiercely to protect them." "I swear by Allâh 

that you are nothing but a shepherd," answered Durayd, "Do you believe that there is 

anything whatsoever, can stand in the way of a defeated one or stop him from fleeing? If 

you win the battle you avail nothing but a man with a sword and a spear; but if you lose 

you will bring disgrace on your people and properties," then he resumed his talk and went 

on wondering about some septs and their leaders Then he inquired about the tribe 

of K’ab and Kilaab who are both sub-tribes of Hawaazin) When They 

replied to him saying the two tribes refused to participate in the war, 

Durayd said: “Fierceness and strong-will is absent then! And if this was 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/145-The-War-experienced-Man-wrongs-the-Leader%E2%80%99s-Judgement
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truly a day of honor and victory Ka’b and Kilaab would not be absent. Soon 

you will wish you did what Ka’b and Kilaab did!”. Then he said to Maalik: 

"O Maalik, thrusting the crux of the people of Hawaazin into the battlefield will avail 

you nothing. Raise them up to where they can be safe. Then make the young people 

mount their horses and fight. If you win, those whom you tarried will follow you, but if 

you were the loser it would be a loss of a battle, but your kinsmen, people and properties 

would not be lost." 

But Maalik, the general leader, refused this suggestion. "By Allâh," he said, "I 

will not do such a thing. You must have grown a senile. Hawaazin have to obey me, or 

else I will lean my body against this sword so that it penetrates through my back." He 

rejected any sort of contribution of Durayd’s in that concern. 

"We obey you," said his people, Durayd consequently said: "Today is a day that I 

have not missed but surely I will not be tempted to witness." 

 

Reconnoitering the Weapons of the Messenger of Allâh  

The spies that Maalik had already dispatched to spy Muslim forces, returned with 

their limbs cut off. "Woe unto you! What happened to you?" Said Maalik. They said: 

"We have seen distinguished people on spotted horsebacks. What you see, would not 

have happened if we had been firmly together." 

 

Reconnoitering the Enemy’s Weapons  

News about the enemy’s marching were conveyed to the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

, so he sent out Abdullah bin Abu Hadrad  Al-Aslami with orders to mix with people, 

stay with them so that he would be able to know their news and to convey it to the 

Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   when he turns back. That was exactly what he managed to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/146-Reconnoitering-the-Weapons-of-the-Messenger-of-All%C3%A2h
http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/147-Reconnoitering-the-Enemy%E2%80%99s-Weapons
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The Messenger of Allâh leaves Makkah for Hunayn  

In the beginning of Shawwal, after getting the intel on the enemy ; the 

Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص left Makkah accompanied by twelve thousand 

Muslims. Ten thousand of those who had come with him from Madeena to 

liberate Makka. A great number of the other two thousand, who were 

Makkans, had recently embraced Islam and true Eeman had not settled in 

their hearts.  That march was on the nineteenth day of his conquest to 

Makkah – He had stayed in Makkah for 19 days . He borrowed a hundred 

armours with their equipment from Safwan bin Umayya – who was still a 

disbeleiver. Safwan said: ‘Are you forcefully usurping it? (meaning because 

now the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  was the de-facto leader of Makah). The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  

replied: “No, rather you are lending it to me with a return promise.” 1  The 

Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  also borrowed 30,000-40,000 silver coins from Abdullah bin 

Abu Rabi’a al-Makhzumi to prepare the army. 2 

A group of Makkan nobles who had not yet accepted Islam also came with 

the army, they included: Safwan bin Umayya, Suhayl bin Amr and others.  

 

Deceit Of Great Numbers: 

In perspective, this was the greatest army the Muslims had ever amassed up 

until that time. Though a good thing, this was also a calamitous thing on 

another side as some Muslims were deceived into believing they can never 

face defeat having such numbers!  

When the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  got news of this dangerous arrogant feeling of 

boasting by numbers, heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  addressed them saying: “From the prophets 

who came before, he was amazed together with his followers on their great 

numbers and he said: ‘These cannot be defeated!” That is when All aah 

                                                      
1
 Narrated in Musnad: 15302, Bayhaqi in Dalaail: 5/121, it is a hasan hadeeth. 

2
 Narrated by Ibn Maja: 2424, it is a sahih hadeeth 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/148-The-Messenger-of-All%C3%A2h--leaves-Makkah-for-Hunain
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revealed to him to choose one of three choices: I will unleash an enemy on 

them to destroy them, or hunger and famine, or death en mass.’ So they 

responded: ‘As for being killed and hunger, we cannot cope with that. It has 

to be death’ So he died together with 73.000 of them!” 3  

 

This is also mentioned eternally in the Qur’an, in the only verses where this 

battle of Hunayn is mentioned, in Surah Tawba: 24 “…and on the day of 

Hunayn when your numbers amazed you….”  

The rest of the verse will be mentioned and understood as we discuss the 

events. 

 

The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  ordered the army to proceed slowly. When it was evening 

time and they were about to pray, a horseman came to the Messenger of 

Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  and said: "I have climbed up so and so mountains and came 

across Hawaazin with their families, riding camels, livestock and sheep. 

Hawaazin wholly were gathered together there." The Messenger of Allâh 

 ,smiled then and said: "They will all be Muslims’ war spoils tomorrow ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

if Allâh will."  

 

 

Excellence of Anas bin Abu Marthad 

That night the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  asked: “Who will be guarding us tonight?” Anas 

bin Abu Marthad Al-Ghanawi volunteered to guard.  So the Prophet said to 

him: “Climb on your horse.” So he did, and proceeded to towards the 

Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  who said to him: “Ride towards this valley passage until you 

are at the highest point and don’t dismount from your horse for the night.”  

When dawn broke, the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  proceeded to pray where he prayed two 

                                                      
3
 Musnad: 18933, Tirmidhi: 3633, it is a sahih hadeeth.  
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voluntary raka’a then inquired: “Have you noticed your horseman?” They 

replied in the negative. So the iqama call to start the prayer was raised and 

he proceeded to lead the prayer. When heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص finished he said: “Have good 

news, your horseman has come.” So  we started looking at the tree line of 

the passage until he appeared and came straight to the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and 

greeted him then said: ‘I proceeded as ordered by the Messenger of Allaah, 

until the morning came I scanned the two passages and did not see 

anything.’ The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص then asked: “Did you disembark during the 

night?” He said: ‘No,  except to pray or for the toilet.’ Thereupon the 

Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him: “Paradise has become obligatory for you. It won’t  

harm you not to do any more good after today!” 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
4
 Abu Dawud under the chapter of ‘excellence of guarding in the path of Allaah’: 2501, Ibn Hajar said it is a 

hasan hadeeth, Fath: 8/343 
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Beliefs Of Shirk Are Purged And Destroyed:   

On their way to Hunayn they saw a great green Nabk plant, that was called Dhat-Anwat 

(the one with suspenders). That was because the Arabs used to hang their weapons on it, 

offer sacrifices under it and camp round itkeep to it believing it gave them powers and 

blessings. So some of army members among those who were new to Islam asked the 

Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to make declare for them a Nabk tree with suspenders as the 

one they had. "Allâh is the Greatest of all!" He said, "I swear by the One in Whose Hand 

is Muhammad’s soul, that you have just asked me exactly as what the people of Moses 

said to him. They said ‘Make us a god as the one they have.’ Surely you are ignorant 

people. These are traditions, you follow and comply with the modes of life of those who 

preceded you."
5
 

 

Note: What is reffered here is In Surah A’raaf” 138-140 “And We took the 

Children of Israel across the sea; then they came upon a people intent in 

devotion to [some] idols of theirs. They said, "O Moses, make for us a god 

just as they have gods." He said, "Indeed, you are a people behaving 

ignorantly. Indeed, those [worshippers] - destroyed is that in which they 

are [engaged], and worthless is whatever they were doing." He said, "Is it 

other than Allah I should desire for you as a god while He has preferred you 

over the worlds?”  

 

This shows how disbelief can occur in different situations with different 

elements! The reason they were not proclaimed to being disbelievers is that 

they were excused for their ignorance.  

 

 

 

 

                                                      
5
 Musnad: 21897, sahih hadeeth 
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The Islamic Army Stunned The Archers And The Attackers  

On Wednesday night the tenth of Shawwal, the Muslim army arrived at Hunayn. 

Maalik bin ‘Awf, who had previously entered the valley by night, gave orders to his army 

to hide inside the valley and lurk for the Muslims on roads, entrances, narrow hiding 

places. His orders to his men were to shoot arrows at Muslims whenever they caught 

sight of them and then to make a one-man attack against them. Thaqif were known to 

be expert archers. 

At early dawn the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص started mobilizing his army and 

distributing posts and flags to people. He put Khalid bin Walid as leader of the 

cavalry and Banu Sulaym were under him.  He wore two body armors and 

helmet, then climbed on his mule –which was a gift from Farwa bin 

Nufaatha al-Judhaami- then rode across the ranks encouraging the Muslims 

into fighting for Allaah’s cause and the promise of victory if they are 

obedient to Allaah and show patience.   

In the dark and just before dawn the Muslims moved towards Hunayn 

Valley. They started descending into it unaware of the presence of an 

enemy lurking to ambush them inside the trees, the caves and ravines of the 

valley. So at the moment they were proceeding into the valley of Hunayn 

which was steep. Some sources say this is when some light fighting started 

with a small battalion of the Hawaazin who then quickly fled leaving 

behind war spoils, this faked a defeat and the Muslims proceeded forth. 

This is when arrows began showering intensively and precisely at them, as 

in Sahih Muslim from the hadeeth of Baraa bin A’azib: “They were met by 

archers who barely missed with their arrows!” 6 

When the vanguard of the Muslims was hit, Khalid bin Wald was wounded 

and thrown off his horse, this is when the enemy’s battalions started a 

fierce attack against the Muslims, who had to retreat in disorder and utter 

confusion.  

                                                      
6
 Sahih Muslim: 1776 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/149-The-Islamic-Army-stunned-the-Archers-and-the-Attackers
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It was such a shatteringly defeat that Abu Sufyan bin Harb, who had recently 

embraced Islam  -and was watching on the sideline together with some of the 

Makkan notables like Safwab bin Umayya and Hakeem bin Hizaam - said that 

their retreat would not stop till they got to the Red Sea. Jablah or Kildah bin Al-Junaid 

Kalaba bin Hanbal who was the half-brother of Safwan bin Umayya- 

through their mother,  and was still a disbeliever at the time- commented  

saying: "Surely their magic has grown inactive today." This is when Safwan rebuked 

him saying: ‘Silence! It is more beloved for me to be under a man of 

Quraysh than Hawaazin’7 

 

 

The Role Of The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

The Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصturned to the right and said: "Come on, people! I am 

the Messenger of Allâh. I am Muhammad, the son of Abdullah." Those who stood fast by 

him were around a hundered: few Emigrants and some of his kinsmen and more from 

the Ansar: Abu Bakr, Umar, Ali, Al-Abbas, Abu Sufyan bin Haarith, Ayman 

bin Ubayd, Usama bin Zayd and others,.  The matchless bravery of the Prophet 

was then brought to light. He went on and on in his attempts to make his mule 

standfast in the face of the disbelievers while saying loudly:  

"Truly saying, I am the Prophet 

I am the (grand) son of Abdul Muttalib."  

 

However, Abu Sufyan bin al-Haarith (the cousin of the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), 

who was then holding the rein of the Prophet’s mule, and Al-‘Abbas (the uncle of the 

Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), who was holding its stirrup; were endeavouring to make it halt from 

proceeding into the enemy ranks. This display of utmost courage was not 

rare from the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  

                                                      
7
 Ibn Hibban: 4774, it is hasan 



The battle of Hunayn & Taaif RIIH.ORG 

 

12 
RIIH.ORG 

The Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص dismounted and asked his Lord to render him help: 

"O, Allâh, send down Your Help!”  O Allaah if you wish you will never be 

worshipped after today."8 He also made du’a saying: “O Allaah for you and 

because of you I strive, I  overcome and I fight.”9
 

 

Then he went on fighting the enemy, and the companions rallied behind 

him. Ali bin Abu Talib said: ‘Whenever the fighting heated up and the two 

armies faced, we used to be behind the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص , and no one would be 

closer to the enemy than him!’10 

 

Muslims’ Return to The Battlefield& The Fierceness Of The Fight  

Then the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ordered his uncle Al-‘Abbas — who was a 

sonorous voiced man — to call out on the followers. The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him: 

“O Abbaas, call the people of the tree (meaning the companions who 

pledged under the tree at Hudaybiya).” 11 Then the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص called out: 

“O Muhajirun, O Muhajirun”, then “O Ansar, Ansar” 12 

As loudly as he could, Al-‘Abbas shouted and called to them: "Where are the 

lancers?" "By Allâh," Al-‘Abbas said, "Upon hearing my voice calling them back, they 

turned round to the battlefield as if they had been oryxes (wild cows) tending towards 

their calves." 

"Here we are, at your service. Here we are." They said. There you see them trying 

to stop their camels and reverse to the battle. He who was unable to force his camel to 

turn back, would take his armour, fling it round his neck, and hastily dismount his camel 

with his weapon in his hand letting his camel move freely and run towards the voice 

source. Voices would grow louder and louder till a hundred of them gathered round the 

                                                      
8
 Sahih Muslim: 1776 

9
 Musnad Ahmad: 12220: it is sahih 

10
 Musand: 1347, Mustadrak: 2680 

11
 Sahih Muslim: 1775 

12
 Sahih Muslim: 1059 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/150-Mulsims%E2%80%99-return-to-the-Battlefield,-and-the-fierceness-of-the-Fight
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Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and resumed the fight. Those who were called out upon next were Al-Ansar, 

the Helpers, "O, folks of Al-Ansar! Folks of Al-Ansar!" 

The last group to be called out upon were Bani Al-Harith bin Al-Khazraj. 

Muslims battalions poured successively into the battlefield in the same manner that they 

had left it. The stamina of both parties was superb. Both of them stoodfast and fought 

fiercely. The Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was so eagerly and furiously watching the battle 

that heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "Now the fight has grown fierce." Picking up a handful of earth, he 

hurled it at their faces while saying: "May your faces be disfigured." Upon that, there 

was none of them except that  their eyes and noses were thick with dust
13

 

This is when the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “By the Lord of the Ka’ba, They have 

lost, they have lost”  

 

Reverse of Fortunes and the Enemy’s utter Defeat  

This is when the victory from Allaah came. Allaah sent down angels 

to cast fear in the hearts of the disbelievers.  Few hours had elapsed since the 

earth-handful was hurled at the enemy’s faces, when they were shatteringly defeated. 

About seventy men of Thaqif alone were killed, and the Muslims plundered all their 

camels, weapons and cattle. Allâh, Glory is to Him, alluded to this sudden change in the 

Qur’ân when He said:  

“ Indeed Allaah has given you help and victory in many places, and  on the 

Day of Hunayn (battle) when you rejoiced at your great number but it 

availed you naught and the earth, vast as it is, was straitened for you, then 

you turned back in flight. Then Allâh did send down His Sakinah (calmness, 

tranquillity, and reassurance, etc. ) on the Messenger (Muhammad ) and on 

the believers, and sent down forces (angels) which you saw not, and 

punished the disbelievers. Such is the recompense of disbelievers." [9:25,26] 

 

                                                      
13

 Sahih Muslim: 1775 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/151-Reverse-of-Fortunes-and-the-Enemy%E2%80%99s-utter-Defeat
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Imam Ahmad narrated from Ya’la bin A’taa from some of their children 

from their fathers describing that day: ‘…then we heard great sounds from 

between the earth and sky; like chains being dragged over iron bars!’ 14 This 

was the Angels casting fear into their hearts. As it is well -known the only 

battle where Angels actually fought was Badr only.  

 

 

Hot Pursuit of the Enemy  

It is worthwhile to mention during this battle the Prophet had said to the 

companions: “Whoever kills an enemy combatant then his weapons and 

ammo is his.”15 Abu Talha al-Ansari killed 20 of them by himself and 

possessed their property. This was also mentioned in the story of Abu 

Qataada, narrated in Sahih Bukhari, where he killed an ene my, and after 

the battle he asked for the war spoils from that combatant. One of the 

Muslims stood up and said he took it and asked the Prophets permission to 

keep it. This is when Abu Bakr stood up and said: “By Allaah, that cannot 

be. A lion from among the lions of Allaah cannot go about fighting for 

Allaah and defending His prophet, and then you take his deserving spoils.” 

Thereupon the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “He has spoken truthfully, give him his 

spoils”16 

 

Bravery Of Umm Sulaym 

Speaking of Abu Talha al-Aansari, his wife, the great Umm Sulaym (mother 

of Anas bin Maalik) had gone out together with her husband and she had 

with her a dagger. Imam Muslim reported the hadeeth where Anas said: 

“Umm Sulaym had a dagger with her, when Abu Talha knew of that he told 

the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, this is Umm Sulaym here and she 

                                                      
14

 Musnad: 22467, it is hasan 
15

 Ibn Hibban: 4836, saheeh 
16

 Bukhari: 4321 
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has a dagger with her!” So the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص inquired: “O Umm Sulaym, 

whats with the dagger?” She replied: “O Messenger of Allaah, in case one of 

the polytheists comes close to me!” So the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص laughed. Then she 

said: “O Messenger of Allaah , I should kill these new Makkan Muslims who 

fled from the battle and left you.” Thereupon, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to her: 

“O Umm Sulaym, Allaah has sufficed and taken good care.” 17 

 

After their defeat, the enemy left everything and fled the battlefield. Some 

enemy troops headed for Taaif, others to Nakhlah and Awtas. This is when 

the Prophet started inquiring on the whereabouts of Khalid bin Walid. Ibn 

Hibbaan narrated with an authentic chain of Abdurrahman bin Azhar: 

‘Khalid had been in charge of the cavalry at Hunayn, you should have seen 

me when the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص started asking: “who will find the saddle of 

Khalid bin Walid?” So I set out into the valley trough the wounded and dead 

repeating the words of the Prophet. Until someone pointed us to him, I 

found him wounded, leaning on his saddle, so I called the Prop het who 

came to him, examined his wounds and blew onto them with his breath and 

spit.’18 

 

Pursuit of the Enemy 

A group of Muslims headed by Abu ‘Amir Al -Ash‘ ari –the uncle of Abu Musa 

al-Ash’ari , were dispatched to chase the enemy who had gone to Awtaas.   

Bukhari and Muslim narrated the story from Abu Musa who said: When the 

Prophet had finished from the battle of Hunayn, he sent Abu Amir at the 

head of an army to Autas He (i.e. Abu Amir) met Durayd bin As Summa and 

Durayd was killed (by Zubayr bin Awwam as  reported authentically by 

Bazzar) and Allah defeated Durayd and his followers. The Prophet sent me 

with Abu 'Amir. Abu Amir was shot at his knee with an arrow which a man 
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from Jushm had shot and fixed into his knee. I went to him and said, "O 

Uncle! Who shot you?" He pointed me out (his killer) saying, "That is my 

killer who shot me (with an arrow)." So I headed towards him and overtook 

him, and when he saw me, he fled, and I followed him and started saying to 

him, "Won't you be ashamed? Won't you stop?" So that person stopped, and 

we exchanged two hits with the swords and I killed him. Then I said to Abu 

'Amir. "Allah has killed your killer." He said, "Take out this arrow" So I 

removed it, and water oozed out of the wound. He then said, "O son of my 

brother! Convey my compliments to the Prophet and request him to ask 

Allah's Forgiveness for me." Abu Amir made me his successor in 

commanding the people (i.e. troops). He survived for a short while and then 

died. (Later) I returned and entered upon the Prophet at his house, and 

found him lying in a bed made of stalks of date -palm leaves knitted with 

ropes, and on it there was bedding. The strings of the bed had their traces 

over his back and sides. Then I told the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص about our and Abu 

Amir's news and how he had said "Tell him to ask for Allah's Forgiveness 

for me." The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked for water, performed ablution and then 

raised hands, saying, "O Allah's Forgive 'Ubaid, Abu Amir." At that time I 

saw the whiteness of the Prophet's armpits. The Prophet then s aid, "O 

Allah, make him (i.e. Abu Amir) on the Day of Resurrection, superior to 

many of Your human creatures." I said, "Will you ask Allah's Forgiveness 

for me?" (On that) the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "O Allah, forgive the sins of 

'Abdullah bin Qays and admit him to a nice entrance (i.e. paradise) on the 

Day of Resurrection." Abu Burda said, "One of the prayers was for Abu 

'Amir and the other was for Abu Musa (i.e. 'Abdullah bin Qa ys)."19  
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The Martyrs of Hunayn 

Even though Allaah had taught the Muslims a lesson in t he beginning of the 

battle, the losses incurred bytThe Muslims were little. Four of them were 

martyred: 

- Ayman bin Ubayd; the son of Umm Ayman who was the foster care of 

the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص when he was young, and previously a slave of his 

father but the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص had let her free and then she married 

Zayd bin Haritha.  

- Yazeed bin Zam’a al-Asadi 

- Suraaqa bin al-Harith 

- Abu A’mir al-Asha’ri, the uncle of Abu Musa.  

 

The wounded were many including Khalid bin Walid, Abu Bakr, and 

Abdullah bin Abu Awfa whose story is in Sahih Bukhari. 20 

 

The war spoils amounted to six thousand captives, twenty four thousand camels; over 

forty thousand sheep and four thousand silver ounces. The Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave 

orders that booty should be confined at the place called Al-J‘iranah and ordained Mas‘ud 

bin ‘Aamir Al-Ghifari to be in charge of it. 
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TAAIF CAMPAIGN  

Taaif Campaign is in fact an extension of Hunayn battle; that is because the 

majority of the defeated troops of Hawaazin and Thaqif went into Taaif with the general 

commander — Maalik bin ‘Awf An-Nasri — and fortified themselves within it. So upon 

finishing with Hunayn Invasion, he gathered the booty at Al-Ji‘ranah in the very month 

(i.e. Shawwal) and in the 8th year A.H. 

A vanguard battalion of a thousand men led by Khalid bin Al-Waleed marched 

towards Taaif. Whereas the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص proceeded passing through Nakhlah 

Al-Yamaniyah, Qarn Al-Manazil and through Laiyah. He resumed his march till he got to 

Taaif. There he dismounted, camped near its castle and laid siege to the castle 

inhabitants; but not for long. 

How long the siege continued, is still a matter of  disagreement. It however 

stands between 10-20 days. The correct opinion seems to be that it was 

around two weeks. 

The people of Taaif were skilled warriors and were well equipped for siege 

warfare. They had already stored a supply that suffices for over a  year. 

Taaif being on a mountain, the elevation also helped those in the fort and 

not those laying the siege.  

A lot of arrow-shooting and rock-hurling occurred during the siege. For as soon as 

the Muslims laid siege round the castle, its people started shooting arrows against them. 

The arrows were so intense and fierce that they looked as if they had been locusts on the 

move. A number of Muslims were wounded and twelve were killed. 

To be far from the arrow-range, the Muslims had move their camp, to ascend to a 

higher location and camped on — i.e. to what is now called Taaif Mosque.  
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EVENTS DURING THE SIEGE: 

 

The story of the Effeminate:  

As was the custom of the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص , he drew lots on each of his travels to 

see who among his wives would accompany him. In this trip it was Umm 

Salama. We will let Umm Salama inform us –as reported by Bukhari- when 

Once during the siege the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص came back to her tent: 

The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص came to me while there was an effeminate man sitting 

with me, and I heard him (i.e. the ef feminate man) saying to 'Abdullah bin 

Abi Umaiya, "O 'Abdullah! See if Allah should make you conquer Ta'if 

tomorrow, then take the daughter of Ghailan (in marriage) as (she is so 

beautiful and curvy that) she shows four folds of flesh when facing you, and 

eight when she turns her back." The Prophet then said, "These (effeminate 

men) should never enter upon you (O women!)."  

 

Ibn Hajar commented on the hadeeth saying this is one of the main proofs 

enforcing the point that women should be covered from displayi ng their 

beauty and also distancing anyone who is doubted in his intentions and 

feared of mischief.  

 

Shelling Taaif with The Catapult:  

As the days passed by, and the fort of Taaif was holding. The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

set up a catapult and shelled the castle with heavy stones.  

Then heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص riled up the Muslims and encouraged them to shoot their 

arrows at the enemy. Ahmad and Tirmidhi reported from Abu Najeeh As -

Sulami who said: ‘We laid siege on Taaif and "I heard the Messenger of 

Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  say: 'Whoever shoots an arrow in  the cause of Allah and it hits 

the target, it will raise him one level in Paradise.' That day I shot sixteen 
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arrows that hit their targets." He said: "And I heard the Messenger of Allah 

say: 'Whoever shoots an arrow in the cause of Allah, it is equal to ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  the 

reward of freeing a slave.' I shot on that day sixteen arrows. ’21 

 

Using The Tank: 

Eventually a gap was made in the castle wall, through which a number of 

Muslims used a ‘tank’ made of wood and covered with skin. They used it as a 

shield while many of them were under it and  managed to pass close into the 

castle. Anyway, the enemy poured down molten hot iron on them. Affected by this the 

Muslims stepped out of the tank and were again exposed to arrow shooting and 

consequently some of them were killed. 

 

Crushing Their Morale By Crop Burning 

To force the enemy to surrender, the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص tended to a war policy of 

burning and cutting the enemy’s crops. His order was to cut their vineyards and burn 

them. Seeing that the Muslims started rapidly cutting and burning their vines, they 

implored the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to stop and have mercy on them for the sake of Allâh and out 

of kinship motives. So the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص agreed.  

 

 

Amnesty For Those Who Surrender:  

Then the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used another tactic especially for the slaves who 

were being used by the people of Taaif.  

So When the caller of the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص called out unto people saying "He 

whosoever descends and steps out of the castle is free." Twenty-three men came out. One 

of them was Abu Bakrah –Nufay’ bin Masruh- who tied himself to a wall and let himself 

down by means of a small wheel (called Bakra in Arabic), that would normally be used 

for drawing up water from a well. The way he let himself down made the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  
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nickname him "Abu Bakra", i.e. the man with the wheel. The Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

set them all free and entrusted each one of them to a Muslim to care about their living 

affairs, which was too hard for the castle folkspeople to bear. 

After the siege and later when Thaqif accepted Islam they asked the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to return Abu Bakra as a slave but he ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص refused saying: “He 

is the one let free by Allaah and His messenger.” So he became the mawla 

(ally, freed by the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

 

 

The Prophet’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Decision 

 

Seeing that the siege lasted too long and that the castle was immune and could stand any 

siege (for they had already stored a supply that suffices for over a year) and that the 

Muslims were suffering — day by day — from arrow-shots and heated iron hooks, the 

Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص consulted Nawfal bin Mu‘âwiyah Ad-Daili about that. He said: 

"They are like a fox hiding inside its burrow. If you stoodfast at it you would catch it, but 

if you parted with it, no harm would afflict you."
22

 The Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص decided 

to lift the siege and depart. ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, who was ordered by the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

to notify people, said to them "If Allâh will, we are leaving the castle and going back 

tomorrow." As it was too hard for the Muslims to go back and leave the castle 

unconquered they complained saying, "Should we go away while the castle is still 

unopened?" His reply was: "Then, start fighting in the morning." In the morning they 

fought and were wounded. So when he repeated this statement: "If Allâh will, we are 

leaving the castle and going back tomorrow", they were pleased and carried out the order 

submissively and started moving, which made the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص laugh. 

As soon as they mounted and started moving the Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

"Say! Here we are returning, repenting, worshipping (Allâh) and to our Lord we 

offer praise."  
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Then they asked the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to invoke Allâh against Thaqif, 

but heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  said: "O Allâh, guide Thaqif and bring them to us as Muslims." 23 

As we will see, the mercy and compassion of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was always 

outstanding. And soon, we will see the results of his supplication when they 

will come to be Muslims.  

 

 

The Islam of Suraaqa Bin Maalik 

While The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص left Taaif heading to Ji’raana. On the way, Suraaqa 

bin Maalik met the Muslim army and specifically a battalion of the Ansar. 

Who is Suraaqa? [Suraaqa’s story was mentioned during the Hijrah to 

Madeena when he pursued the Prophet  hoping for the prize but his  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

horse kept sinking into the ground then he sought forgiveness and a treaty 

of peace from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  which was written by Aamir bin Fuhayra]  

So, On the way, Suraaqa bin Maalik met the Muslim army and specifically a 

battalion of the Ansar who recognized him as a non -Muslim so they started 

poking him with their spears chasing him away. Suraaqa says: ‘So I 

hastened close towards the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص until I could see his shin which 

was so beautiful, and said to him: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, I am Suraaqa bin 

Maalik, and this is the letter of peace you wrote for me.’ I was raising the 

parchment to show him. Thus the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “Today is a day of 

loyalty and good. Bring him close.” So I was brought close and I proclaimed 

the shahada (testimony of faith). Then I really wanted to ask the Prophet 

 something but I could not remember what it was except that I asked ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

him: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, a stray camel gets into water trough which I 

have prepared for my animals, do I get rewarded fo r giving it water?’ The 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص responded: “Yes. You get rewarded for doing good to any life.” 

                                                      
23

 Bukhari: 4325 



The battle of Hunayn & Taaif RIIH.ORG 

 

23 
RIIH.ORG 

Suraaqa said: ‘Then I returned to my people and I sent my Zakat to the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص .”24’  

 

 

The Distribution of the War Spoils at Al-Ji‘ranah  

Upon returning and lifting the siege in Taaif, the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

reached Ji’raana on the 6
th

 of Dhul Qa’da. He then stayed thirteen nights at Al-Ji‘ranah 

before starting to distribute the booty. Distribution delay was due to the Prophet’s hope 

that Hawaazin’s delegation might arrive and announce their repentance, accept Islam, and 

consequently reclaim their loss. Seeing that none of them arrived, he started dividing the 

booty so as to calm down the tribes’ chiefs and the celebrities of Makkah. The first to 

receive booty and the ones who obtained the greatest number of shares were the people 

who had recently embraced Islam. 

Abu Sufyan bin Harb was given a hundred camels and forty (gold) ounces and yet 

he said, "What about my son, Yazeed’s Share?" So he was given the same quantity for 

his son as well. But yet he exclaimed: "And what about the share of Mu‘âwiyah, my 

second son?" So the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave Mu‘âwiyah as much as he gave his father and 

brother.  This is reported by al-waaqidi and is not true because it doesn’t 

have any authentic sources, and it goes again st the authentic hadeeth 

about Mua’wiya and Abu Jahm proposing to Faatima bint Qays – a year or 

so after this day- and the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص told her that Mua’wiya is poor and 

Abu Jahm always travels.25 

 

Hakeem bin Hizam was given a hundred camels, but he was given a hundred 

more when he demanded. Safwan bin Umayya was given three hundred camels - a 

hundred camels at each time. It is thus mentioned in Shifâ’, Book by Qadi Iyadh. The 

Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave Al-Harith bin Harith bin Kilda a hundred camels. He also gave some 

                                                      
24

 Musnad: 17581, Sahih Ibn Hibbaan: 542, Seerah of Ibn Ishaq: 2/104, it is sahih 
25

 Quoted from Aadh-Dhahabi who actually said: ‘Al-Waaqidi does not understand what he is saying… 
Siyar: 3/122.’ The hadeeth about Muawiya and Aabu Jahm is in Sahih Muslim: 1480 

http://www.4muhammed.com/Raheeq_Al-Makhtum-EN/154-The-Distribution-of-the-Booty-at-Al-Ji%E2%80%98ranah


The battle of Hunayn & Taaif RIIH.ORG 

 

24 
RIIH.ORG 

chiefs of Quraish and other clans a hundred camels; he gave others fifty and some others 

had forty. 

 

He gave Abu Sufyan bin Harb a hundred camels, and Abu Sufyan bin al -

Haarith a hundred, Al-Aaqraa bin Haabis from the tribe of Tameem a 

hundered,Uyayna bin Hisn from Fazzara a hundred, Alqama bin Ulaatha a 

hundered, then he gave Al-Abbaas bin Mirdaas fifty. He started saying 

poetry indicating he is no less to Aal-Aaqraa nor Uyayna bin Hisn neither is 

his tribe to theirs; so the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave him fifty more.  

Then Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave Hakeem bin Hizaam a hundred, but he asked for 

another one, so he gave him another hundered, then a third time, and 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave him then said to him: “O Hakim, this wealth is sweet and 

attractive. Whoever takes it with generosity of soul will be blessed by it. 

Whoever takes it with pride will not be blessed by it, like a man who eats 

but is not satisfied. The upper hand [that gives] is better than the lower 

hand [that receives]. When you begin, start with your de pendants!" Hakim 

then declared, "From this moment, I will never take anything from anyone!"  

This is why Later, when Abu Bakr was the caliph he used to refuse to take 

anything, as during the caliphate of Umar  who tried to give him his due 

rights, he would not accept them so Umar would say: O people bear witness 

I try to give him his right but he refuses.” Hakeem never asked anyone 

anything until he died. 26   

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص also gave Al-Haarith bin Hishaam, Suhyal bin ‘Amr and 

Huwaytib bin Abduluzza a hundred camels each. Safwan bin Umayya who 

was still a disbeliever was also given a hundred then another hundred and 

another. Safwan said: ‘On the day of Hunayn called me to gift me –while he 

was the most hated person to me- so he continued giving me until he 

became the most beloved. 27 Then he gave others fifty and forty each  
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Eventually it was spread among people that "Muhammad grants generously and fears not 

to grow poor." This made bedouins gather around him expecting to be given some 

wealth. They were so many that they forced the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص against a tree and they even 

took away his garment, "O people!" He said, "Give me back my garment! For I swear by 

the One in Whose Hand is Muhammad’s soul, that if I had as many numerous camels as 

the number of the leaves of these trees, I would distribute them among you. You will 

never find me that I am neither stingy nor coward or a liar."
28

 Standing by his camel he 

plucked out a hair of his camel’s hump and held it between his two fingers, lifted it up 

and said: "O people, I swear by Allâh that I get nothing but one-fifth of your booty, and 

this very fifth goes back to you."
29

 

 

The One Who Refused The Glad Tidings 

When this news had spread there is another story of a bedioun who came 

but was not facilitated to success. Bukhari  narrated in his Sahih the 

hadeeth of Abu Musa al-Asha’ri who said: ‘I was with with the Messenger of 

Allahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص in al Ji’ranah  when a Bedouin came and said: “Will you fulfil your 

promise to me, O Muhammad?” The Messenger of Allahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  said to him: 

“Have glad tidings .” The Bedouin said to him: “How often you say to me, 

‘Have glad tidings . ’” The Messenger of Allaahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص then turned to Bilal and 

me, saying: “This one has rejected glad tidings; you two should accept it.” 

We said: “We accept it, O Messenger of Allaahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص .” The Messenger of 

Allaahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص called for a vessel of water. He washed his hands and face in it 

and rinsed his mouth, then heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “Drink from it and pour some on 

your heads and chests.” We did that, and Umm Salamah called out to us 

                                                      
28

 Sahih Bukhari: 2821 
29

 Sahih Nasaai: 3690 



The battle of Hunayn & Taaif RIIH.ORG 

 

26 
RIIH.ORG 

from behind the curtain: “Leave some of that which is in your vessel for 

your mother.” So we left some of it for her.’ 30 

 

Returning The Trusts 

Then the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص returned the trusts:  

- The one hundred body armors he had borrowed from Safwan bin Umayya. 

But it happened that they had lost some of it, so the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص after 

returning the rest said to him: “We have lost some of them. Should we pay 

you?” Safwan responded: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, there is no need for that.’ 

I said that because at the moment my heart was different from the tim e the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص borrowed.31 

- 30,000 or 40,000 silver coins he had borrowed from Abdullah bin Abu 

Rabi’a al-Makhzumi, so he repaid him (the exact time is unknown whether 

it was at this point or after he returned to Makkah), but once the Prophet 

 had paid him back he said to him: “May Allah bless you in your family ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

and your wealth. The recompense of a loan is paying back in complete 

fulfillment and showing gratitude.” 32 

 

Distributing the War Spoils:  

As soon as he had given the new converts  and those who were hoped to 

accept Islam , the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ordered Zaid bin Thabit to fetch 

the booty and summon people. Then he ordained shares to people. A 

footman’s share was four camels and forty sheep, and a horseman would 

take twelve camels and a hundred and twenty sheep. Then the captives 

were also distributed accordingly.  
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Dhul Khuwaysira At-Tamimi– The Source Of The Khawaarij 

While the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was distributing to the rest of the army, there is an 

event which has to be mentioned because of its long lasting impact on the 

Muslim nation from after the death of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص until today. The 

source of this deviant thought started at this time with this devil. In Sahih 

Muslim, Jaabir narrated: whilst we were with the Messenger of Allah 

(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) at Ji’raana and Bilaal had som e 

silver in his cloth while the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   was sharing out the wealth, 

Dhu’l-Khuwaysirah, a man from Banu Tameem, came and said: O Messenger 

of Allah, be fair! The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be 

upon him) said: “Woe to you! Who will be  fair if I am not fair? You will be 

doomed and lost if I am not fair.” ‘Umar ibn al -Khattaab (may Allah be 

pleased with him) said: O Messenger of All aah, give me permission to strike 

his neck. The Messenger of Allahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  said: “Let him be, lest people (who 

don ’t understand) say that Muhammad kills his followers. This person will 

have companions, in comparison to whose prayer one of you would regard 

his prayer as insignificant, and he would regard his fasting as insignificant 

in comparison to their fasting. They recite the Qur’aan but it does not go 

any further than their collarbones. They will pass out of Islam as an arrow 

passes out of the prey.”33 

 

This man was a hypocrite who thought he was most guided than everyone , 

just as his followers came have the same qu ality. He will do this again after 

the return of Ali from Yemen, as we will see in the 9 th year of Hijra.  
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Arrival of Halima As-Sa’diyya:  

Abu Tufayl narrated: ‘I was a young man at Ji’raana when the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

was distributing meat. I was carrying a leg o f a camel when I saw a 

Bedouin woman come to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص . When she approached, the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص spread out his robe for her to sit. So I asked who is she and 

they told me his mother who breastfed and fostered him.’ 34 

 

 

The Helpers (Al-Ansar) ask the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص for their Share 

At first the Prophet’sملسو هيلع هللا ىلص policy of distribution was not comprehended by some 

men. The Helpers were those who were afflicted by this policy, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did 

not give them anything. They felt they were deprived of Hunayn gifts, so the 

youth among them said: “May Allaah pardon the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص , he gave the 

Quraysh and left us while our swords are still drip ping of their blood.” 35 

They also said: ‘We are the ones who are summoned at hard times.’ 36 Some 

of them even said: ‘the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص has now rejoined with his people.’ 37 

So Sa‘d bin ‘Ubadah –the leader of the Ansar- went and met the Messenger of 

Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص , who in his turn faced his people after a while. 

Sa‘d bin ‘Ubadah said: "O Messenger of Allâh, this group of the Helpers are 

bothered by you about the distribution of the war spoils that you had won. You have 

allotted shares to your own kinsmen and forwarded lots of gifts to the Arab tribes. But 

this group has obtained nothing." The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked Sa‘d exclaiming: "Sa‘d, what 

do you think of all that?" Sa‘d replied: "O Messenger of Allâh. You know that I am 

nothing but one person among my people." "Call out on your people and bring them forth 

to me into this shed." Said the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص . 

                                                      
34
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So Sa‘d went out and summoned them. When some Emigrants came, he let them 

in but forbade others. When they were all gathered together, he informed the Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

saying: "This group of the Aansar have just arrived to meet you in compliance with your 

orders." As soon as the Messenger faced them he thanked Allâh and praised Him, then 

said to them inquiring, "O Ansar, What are these words I have been told about 

you? I have been told that you are angry with me. Didn’t I come to you when you were 

astray and Allâh guided you? Weren’t you foes and Allâh made you love one another? 

You were poor and Allâh gave you wealth.?" "Yes," they said, "Allâh and His Messenger 

are better and more gracious." Then heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "What prevents you from replying to 

the Messenger of Allâh, O congregations of Helpers?" They said, "What should be the 

reply, O Messenger of Allâh, while to the Lord and to his Messenger belong all 

benevolence and grace." 

The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص again said: "But by Allâh, you might have answered and 

answered truly, for I would have testified to its truth myself, you could reply to me: ‘You 

came to us belied and rejected and we accepted you; you came to us as helpless and we 

helped you; a fugitive, and we took you in; poor and we comforted you’.  

You Helpers, do you feel anxious for the things of this world, wherewith I have sought to 

incline these people unto the Faith in which you are already established?  

Are you not satisfied, O group of Helpers that the people go with ewes and camels 

while you go back with the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to your dwellings. By Him in 

Whose Hand is my life, had there been no migration, I would have been one of the 

Helpers. If the people would go through a valley and passage, and the Helpers go through 

another valley and passage, I would go through the valley and passage of the Helpers. 

Everyone is the outer layer while The Ansar is the inner layer. O Allâh! Have mercy on 

the Helpers, their children and their children’s children." 

The audience wept until wet their beards as they said: "Yes, we are satisfied that the 

Prophet of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص! is our lot and share.”
38

  

Then the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص left the gathering and the people also dispersed. 
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Prophetic Leadership And Wisdom 

This distribution of booty was based on a wise policy. In this world there are lots of 

people who know the truth only when it comes through their stomachs and they do not 

recognize it if it comes through their brains. The similitude of such people is as the 

guidance of an animal to its herd by means of a bunch of clover held at a constant 

distance off its mouth. The animal would try all the time to catch it, so it would 

eventually go into the herd safely. In the same way you have to do various kinds of 

temptations to make certain kind of people familiarize Islam and be pleased with.  

Bukhari reported the hadeeth where the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “Quraysh have 

only recently left jahiliyya (pre-Islamic ignorance) and only recently been 

through a calamity (defeat and the liberation of Makkah), so I wanted to 

strengthen them and build bridges with them.” 39 

 

NOTE: It is worthwhile to mention that this is also the moment when the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said those great words to ‘Asim bin ‘Adiyy specifically and all 

of humanity generally: “Two hungry wolves sent against a flock of sheep 

cannot cause more damage to them than a man’s eagerness for wealth and 

prominence causes to his religious commitment.” 40 

 

 

Arrival of the Hawaazin Delegation  

Hawaazin’s delegation arrived just after the distribution of spoils. They were 

fourteen men headed by Zuhair bin Sard. The Messenger’s foster uncle was one of them. 

They accepted Islam and gave the pledge to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص they then 

asked him to return to them the wealth and captives: ‘O Messenger of 

Allaah, we are your people and family. So be gracious to us, may Allaah be 
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gracious to you.’ The Zuhayr bin Surd who was from the tribe of Sa’d bin 

Bakr (where the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was fostered) said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, 

among the captives are your aunts, and the women who used to care for 

you.’ Then he asked for their property and people to be returned.  

They uttered so touching words that the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to them: 

"You surely see who are with me. The most desirable speech to me is the most truthful.  

Which is dearer to you, your wealth or your women and children? And I had delayed 

(distributing them) waiting for you" They replied: "Nothing whatsoever 

compares with kinship." So the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “As for what belongs to 

me and to the children of Abdul Muttalib, you may consider them, from now 

on, yours, Then when I perform the noon prayer, stand up and say: "We intercede with 

the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to exhort the believers, and we intercede with the believers 

to exhort the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to forego the captives of our people fallen to their 

lot." So when the Messenger of Allâhملسو هيلع هللا ىلص performed the noon prayer, they stood up and 

said what they had been told to say. The Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, then, said: "Your brothers 

have come to you in repentance and I have decided to return to them their 

captives. As for what belongs to me and to the tribe of AbdulMuttalib, you may 

consider them, from now on, yours.." Upon hearing that the Emigrants said: "What 

belongs to us is, from now on, offered to the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص." But Al-Aqra‘ bin 

Habis said, "We will grant none of what belongs to me and to Bani Tamim,"; so did 

‘Uyaina bin Hisn, who said: "As for me and Bani Fazarah, I say ‘No’." Al-‘Abbas bin 

Mirdas also refused and said: "No" for Bani Sulaym and him. His people, however 

interjected, saying otherwise: "You have lied. Whatever spoils belong to us we offer to 

the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص" "You have undermined my position." Said Al-‘Abbas bin 

Mirdas spontaneously. Then the Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "These people have come 

to you as Muslims. For this I have already carried the distribution of the war spoils. 

Besides, I have granted them a fair option but they refused to have anything other than 

their women and children. Therefore he who has some of theirs and will prefer willingly 

to give them back, let them do. But those who favour to keep what he owns to himself, let 
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them grant them back too, and he will be given as a recompense six times as much from 

the first war spoils that Allâh may provide us." People then said, "We will willingly offer 

them all for the sake of the Messenger of Allâh." The Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "But 

in this way we are not able to find out who is content and who is not. So go back and we 

will be waiting for your chiefs to convey to us your decisions." When their 

representatives came back with the decision: All of them gave back the women and 

children!
41

 

 

Umar’s Vow  

While at Ji’raana Umar sought a fatwa from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص as Narrated 

by Ibn 'Umar: Umar asked the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص "I vowed in the Pre-lslamic 

period of ignorance to stay in Itikaf for one night in Al -Masjid al-Haram." 

The Prophet said to him, "Fulfill your vow."42 

 

The Bedioun’s Ihram With Perfume  

Narrated Safwan bin Ya'la bin Umaiya:  

Ya'la used to say, "I wish I could see Allah's Apostle at t he time when he is 

being inspired divinely." Ya'la added "While the Prophet was at Al -Ja'rana, 

shaded with a cloth sheet (in the form of a tent) and there were staying 

with him, some of his companions under it, suddenly there came to him a 

bedouin wearing a cloak and perfumed extravagantly. He said, "O Allah's 

Apostle! What is your opinion regarding a man who assumes the state of 

Ihram for 'Umra wearing a cloak after applying perfume to his body?" 

'Umar signaled with his hand to Ya'la to come (near). Ya'la came and put 

his head (underneath that cloth sheet) and saw the Prophet red -faced and 

when that state (of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was over, he said, "Where is he who 

as already asked me about the 'Umra?" The man was looked for and 

brought to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص who said (to him), "As for the perfume you 
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have applied to your body, wash it off your body) thrice, and take off your 

cloak, and then do in your 'Umra the rites you do in your Hajj." 43 

 

MAALIK bin AWF AN-NASRI ACCEPTS ISLAM 

When the 14 delegates of Hawaazi under Zuhayr bin Surd came to the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked them about their leader Maalik bin Awf of the tribe of 

Nasr. They informed him that he was still in Taaif with the Thaqif. So the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص directed that Maalik’s family be taken to their aunt –Umm 

Abdullah bin Abu Umayya- in Makkah and said: “Inform Maalik if he comes 

accepting Islam, I will return his family and wealth to him an d a bonus 

hundred camels, and he will still be the leader of his people.” When they 

returned to Taaif and informed Maalik, he did not take long but came the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص who was about to leave Ji’raana –others narrated the Prophet 

ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص had reached Makkah-. So the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  fulfilled his promise to him. 

Maalik went back with the vigor of  Eeman and started ambushing Thaqif at 

every opportunity.44  

 

 

 

 

 Al-‘Umrah (Lesser Pilgrimage to Makkah) and leaving for Madeena  

Having accomplished the distribution of the spoils at Al-Ji‘ranah  he left it while 

wearing Al-‘Umrah clothes and proceeded to Makkah to perform Al-‘Umrah. The 

Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص turned back from there to Madeena after appointing ‘Itab bin 

Usaid on Makkah as governor. His arrival to Madeena was by the last six nights of Dhul-

Qa‘dah, in the year 8 A.H.  
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Having accomplished the distribution of the spoils  and all other business at 

Al-Ji‘ranah  the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص went to do Umrah, so he wore his ihram (two 

pieces of plain cloth) and declared his beginning of Umrah from Ji’raana.  

Tirmidhi narrated the hadeeth of Muharrish Al-Ka’bi who said: The 

Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص left al-Ji’ranah during the night for Umrah, he 

entered Makkah and performed the lesser pilgrimage then departed 

during the same night, reaching al-Ji’ranah and thus when morning 

broke it was as if he had spent the whole night there…that is why many 

people don’t know about this Umra.’
45

  Ibn Abbaas also narrated about 

this Umrah citing that a group of the companions were there also.
46

 

 

 

Appointing ‘Attaab Bin Aseed As Governor Of Makka  

When the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص had decided to return to Madeena, he appointed the 

exemplary young man; ‘Attaab bin Aseed as the governor of Makka, thus he 

became the first governor of Makka in Islam. He was 21 years old. This 

speaks greatly on the leadership of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  and how he cultivated 

the young men to be ready for great responsibilities by the time they were 

around this age.  And it is authentically narrated by Ahmad in his Musnad 

and Ibn Abu Shayba in his Musannaf that when the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص appointed 

‘Attaab, he said to him: “Do you know where I am appointing you? I am 

appointing you over the people of Allaah (meaning people of the Holy 

City)…”47 
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The Story of Abu Mahdhoora 

On his way back to Madeena, there was the famous story of Abu Mahdhoora 

accepting Islam and being appointed to a lofty position. We will let the 

narration –in Musnad Ahmad and Sahih Ibn Hibbaan- explains itself:  

Abdullah bin Muhairiz - who was an orphan under the care of Abu 

Mahdhurah says while  I  prepared to go to Ash-Sham I said: "I said to Abu 

Mahdhurah: 'I am going to Ash-Sham and I am afraid that I will be asked 

about how you say the Adhan.'" He told me that Abu Mahdhoorah told him 

his story:  

"I went out with a group of people and we were somewhere on the road to 

Hunayn when the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  was coming back from Hunayn. 

The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  met us somewhere on the road, and the 

Mu'adhdhin of the Messenger of Allah (saw) called the Adhan for the prayer 

in the presence of the Messenger of Allah (saw). We heard the voice of the 

Mu'adhdhin, and we were careless about it (the Adhan), so we started 

yelling, imitating it and mocking it. The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص heard us, 

so he sent some people who brought us to stand in front of him. He said: 

'Who is the one whose voice I heard so loud?' The people all pointed to me, 

and they were telling the truth. He sent them all away, but he kept me there 

and said to me: 'Stand up and call the Adhan for the prayer.' I stood up 

hating that moment, but then Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  taught me the 

Adhan himself. He said: 'Say: Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, 

Allahu Akbar; Ashhadu an la ilaha illallah, Ashhadu an la ilaha illa llah; 

Ashhadu anna Muhammadan Rasulullah, Ashhadu anna Muhammadan 

Rasulullah (Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the 

Greatest, Allah is the Greatest; I bear witness that there is none worthy of 

worship except Allah, I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship 

except Allah; I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, I 
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bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah).' Then he said: 

'Then repeat and say in a loud voice: 'Ashhadu an la ilaha illallah, Ashhadu 

an la ilaha illallah; Ashhadu anna Muhammadan Rasulullah, Ashhadu anna 

Muhammadan Rasulullah; Hayya 'alas-salah, Hayya 'alas-salah; Hayya 

'alal-falah, Hayya 'alal-falah; Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, La ilaha illallah 

(I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, I bear 

witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah; I bear witness 

that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, I bear witness that Muhammad 

is the Messenger of Allah; Come to prayer, come to prayer; Come to 

prosperity, come to prosperity; Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest; 

there is none worthy of worship except Allah).' Then he called me when I 

had finished saying the Adhan, and he gave me a bag in which there was 

some silver. Then he put his hand on my head, then passed it on my face 

twice, then on my chest and on my navel, the he said: “May Allaah bless 

you.” Right there and then, all the detest I  had changed to great love and 

admiration for the Prophet.  I said: 'O Messenger of Allah, let me be the one 

doing the Adhan in Makkah.' He said: 'I command you to do so.' So I came 

to 'Attaab bin Aseed who was the governor of the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  

in Makkah, and I called the Adhan for prayer with him upon the orders of 

the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص .’48 

It is worthwhile again to note that Abu Mahdhoora was 16 years old at the 

time. He continued being the Muadhin for 51 years until he died in 59 H. 

Then the duty was taken by his children and grandchildren after them. 49 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion
50

: 
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What a great change it is between the victorious period of Muhammad at present which 

Allâh has towered with a manifest conquest, and that period of the past during which 

Muhammad first arrived at this town, eight years ago." 

When heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص first came to Madeena, he was pursued and wanted. Heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was seeking a 

secure shelter. Heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was a lonely stranger who sought companionship and comfort. 

The people of Madeena welcomed him, gave him residence and aided him and embraced 

the light of Islam, which had been sent down upon him. They, for his sake, did not care 

about the enmity of other peoples. Here heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is entering Madeena again, after the lapse 

of eight years of that first visit. Madeena, the town that had received him once, when 

heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was a frightened Emigrant; it receives him once again when Makka has become 

in his hands and at his disposal. It is Makkah that has got rid of its pride and Jahiliyah 

(i.e. pre-Islamic period and traditions). It is now proud again and mighty in Islam. The 

Messenger of Allâh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص forgave all the errors and wrongs of its people. 

"Verily, he who fears Allâh with obedience to Him (by abstaining from sins and 

evil deeds, and by performing righteous good deeds), and is patient, then surely, Allâh 

makes not the reward of the good-doers to be lost." [12:90] 
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EVENTS IN THE MONTHS OF DHUL-QA’DA AND DHUL-

HIJJA ; THE END OF THE 8TH YEAR 

None of this is mentioned in ‘the sealed nectar’ therefore we present it in 

uniform formatting as there is no need of differentiation 

 

 

ISLAM COMES TO THE COUNTRY OF OMAN 

In the month of Dhul-Qa’da of the 8th year, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص sent Amr bin Al-A’as to 

Jayfar and ‘Abd, the two sons of Julandi of the tribe of Azd. Jayfar, was the king. The 

letter said:  

“In the Name of Allâh, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 

From Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah to Jaifer and ‘Abd Al-Jalandi. 

Peace be upon him who follows true guidance; thereafter I invite both of you to the Call 

of Islam. 

Embrace Islam. Allâh has sent me as a Prophet to all His creatures in order that I may 

warn the hearts which are alive and so that there may be left no excuse for those 

who deny Allâh. If you two accept Islam, you will remain in command of your country; 

but if you refuse my call, you’ve got to remember that all your kingdom will end. My 

horsemen can reach your land, and my Prophethood will assume preponderance over 

your kingship.” 

 

The one who wrote the letter was Ubayy bin Ka’b. 

‘Amr bin Al-’Aas said: “When I arrived in ‘Oman I contacted ‘Abd, who was known to be 

more courteous than his brother: 

‘Amr: I am the messenger of Allâh’s Prophet coming to see both, you and your brother. 
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‘Abd: You have to see my brother and read to him the letter you are carrying. He is my 

senior in both age and kingship. Incidentally, what is the purporse of your mission? 

‘Amr: The Prophet calls upon you to believe in Allâh Alone with no associate, discard any 

other deities and testify that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. 

‘Abd: O ‘Amr! You come from a noble family, but first of all, tell me what was your 

father’s attitude concerning this Faith? You know, we used to follow his steps. 

‘Amr: Death overtook him before believing in Muhammad’s mission; I wish now he had 

embraced Islam and been truthful to it before his death. I myself had adopted the same 

attitude until Allâh guided me towards Islam. 

‘Abd: When did you embrace Islam? 

‘Amr: When I was at Negus’s court. By the way, Negus also entered the fold of Islam. 

‘Abd: What was his people’s reaction? 

‘Amr: They approved of him and followed his steps. 

‘Abd: The bishops and monks? 

‘Amr: They did the same. 

‘Abd: Beware ‘Amr of lying for there is no worse trait a man can have than to be a liar. 

‘Amr: I never tell lies; moreover, our religion never allows it. 

‘Abd: Has Hercules been informed of the Islamization of Negus? 

‘Amr: Yes, of course. 

‘Abd: How did you happen to know that? 

‘Amr: Negus used to pay land tax to Hercules, but when the former embraced Islam, he 

swore he would discontinue that tax. When this news reached Hercules, his courtiers 

urged him to take action against Negus but he refused and added that he himself would 

do the same if he were not sparing of his kingship. 

‘Abd: So tell me what is the message of your Prophet? 

‘Amr: He exhorts us to obey Allâh, the All-Mighty, the All-Glorious, be pious and 

maintain good ties with family kin; he forbids disobedience, aggression, adultery, wine, 

idolatry and devotion to the cross. 

‘Abd: Fair words and fair beliefs are those you are calling for. I wish my brother would 
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follow me to believe in Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and profess his religion, but my brother is too 

sparing of his kingship to become a subordinate. 

‘Amr: Should your brother surrender himself to Islam, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص would give him 

authority over his people and take Zakat (alms) from the wealthy people to be given to 

the needy. 

‘Abd: That is fair behaviour. But what is the alms you have mentioned? 

‘Amr: It is a Divine injunction that alms be taken from the well-to-do people who have 

surplus wealth and be distributed to the poor. 

‘Abd: I doubt if this can work among our people. 

‘Amr stayed for some days at his door to be admitted into Jaifer’s court while he was 

convincing his brother, until he was finally granted this permit. When I entered his 

guards caught me by my collar, so he said: ‘leave him.’ So I proceeded forward and 

when I wanted to sit, they refused me from doing so. So I looked at him and he said: 

‘Say what you have to say.’ 

So I handed him the sealed letter to read. Then he gave it to his brother ‘Abd to read, 

and I saw he was more affected. After that he asked me:  

Jayfar: how have Quraish reacted?  

‘Amr: they have followed him, some out of their own freewill and others overpowered 

by military fighting.  

Jayfar: Who are with him? 

‘Amr: Now, people have chosen Islam and chose him in preference to other creeds, and 

have realized through their mental insight that they had been straying in darkness until 

they saw the guidance of Allaah. I don’t know of anyone in Arabia, except you are out of 

the domain of Islam, so I advise you to embrace Islam so that you can provide security 

to yourself and your country lest the men and horses came upon you.” 

Jayfar: leave me and come tomorrow.  

‘Amr then mentioned how his brother expressed he wished his brother Jayfar accepts 

Islam. The following day when I went as promised he showed some reluctance in 
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receiving me but his brother, ‘Abd, interceded and I was given the chance to see him 

again but this time to address me in a threatening arrogant tone.  

Jayfar: I have thought about it, and I will be a small and weak ruler among the Arabs if I 

let someone be above me even though his horses cant reach here,  and if they decided 

to reach then they shall face a fight like no other before. 

‘Amr: Then I am leaving tomorrow.;  

 

So when he saw my resolve and response, and after a private talk with his brother and 

reconsidering the whole situation, they called me in the next morning before I left and 

both brothers embraced Islam and offered me the authority and freedom to collect the 

Zakat and they were very supportive against those who opposed me. 

So ‘Amr continued his Zakat mission, collecting from the well-to-do and distributing to 

the poor. He stayed in Oman until the death of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

 

 

The Excellence of the Omanis 

In Sahih Muslim from the hadeeth of Abu Barza it is reported that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   

once sent a man to another region of Arabia, where he was insulted and beaten. He 

returned to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   and told him about it. Thereupon the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   

praised the residents of Oman: "If you had come to the people of Oman, would they 

neither have insulted nor beaten you."51 
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 Sahih Muslim: 2544 
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ISLAM COMES TO BAHRAIN52 

 

After leaving Ji’raana, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  sent Al-A’laa bin al-Hadhrami with other 

companions like Abu Huraira to Mundhir bin Saawa the king of Bahrain. When they 

reached Bahrain, Al-‘Alaa proceeded to meet the King who knew him, and addressed 

him calling him to Islam:  

"O Mundhir! You definitely have a great mind regarding worldly affairs, so don’t be little 

in regards to the hereafter. The zoroastian religion is the worst! You can marry those 

who are not to be married, and eat what is detestable, and worship a fire which 

tomorrow will burn you in the hereafter! Think well! Does it fit you not to approve a 

person who never tells lies, not to rely on a person who never breaks his promise and 

not to believe in him? This illiterate prophet is such a person that no sane person wants 

what he orders to be forbidden, and wants what he forbids to be ordered." Then he 

gave him the letter from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   

Mundhir read and gave it a thought and then replied: "I looked at the sultanate in my 

hand; I found it appropriate for the world, not for the hereafter. I looked at your 

religion; I saw that it considered both the world and the hereafter. What can prevent 

me from accepting such a religion that has a desirable life in the world and a 

comfortable eternal life in the Hereafter? And I used to be shocked on how people 

followed it (when Islam was new in Arabia) and today I am shocked at those who reject 

it!  And I think the least part of honoring it is by honoring its messengers, so let me 

consider it.’ 

He did not take long and he accepted Islam. Then he wrote in reply the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  the 

following letter: 

“O Allâh’s Messenger! I received your injunctions. Prior to this, I read your letter, which 

you wrote to the people of Bahrain extending to them an invitation to Islam. Islam 

appealed to some of them and they entered the fold of Islam, while others did not find 

                                                      
52

 Bahrain at that time was mostly under the Persian empire. It consisted of present day Bahrain, eastern 
parts of Saudi Arabia, South Iraq and some or all of Kuwait. 
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it appealing. In my country, there live Magians and Jews, and therefore you may inform 

me of the treatment to be extended to them.” 

the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   wrote the following letter in reply to his: 

“In the Name of Allâh, the Most Merciful to everything, the Most Merciful to the 

believers. 

From Muhammad, Messenger of Allâh to Mundhir bin Saawa. 

Peace be on you! I praise Allâh with no associate, and I bear witness that Muhammad is 

His slave and Messenger. 

Thereafter, I remind you of Allâh, the Mighty, the Glorious. Whoever accepts 

admonition, does it for his own good. Whoever follows my messengers and acts in 

accordance with their guidance, he, in fact, accepts my advice. 

My messengers have highly praised your behaviour. You shall continue in your present 

office. Give the new Muslims full chance to preach their religion. I accept your 

recommendation regarding the people of Bahrain, and I pardon the offences of the 

offenders; therefore, you may also forgive them. 

Of the people of Bahrain whoever wants to go on in their Jewish or Magian/Zoroastrian 

faith, should be made to pay Jizya (poll-tax).” 

Al-‘Alaa continued being the emissary to Bahrain until the death of the Prophet 53ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
53

 The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص dispatching al-Hadhrami to Bahrain is in Bukhari: 6425, the other details are in 
Tabaqaat  of Ibn Sa’d: 1/126 
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THE BIRTH OF IBRAHIM 

In the month of Dhul Qa’da, Maariya the copt, gave birth to the last child of the Prophet 

 We have mentioned the difference in historical reports on whether the Prophet .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

 had taken her as a wife, or she was a concubine even though she wore the hijab ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

like the wives of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  . Concubines/slave women used to dress modestly but 

were not obligated to wear the full hijab. This was a distinguishing point in the 

communities between the free and slave women. In Sahih Muslim, Anas reported the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  said: “A child of mine was born this night and I named him after the name 

of my father Ibrahim.”54 

 

THE WOMEN OF THE ANSAR COMPETE FOR THE CHILD: 

Mariya did not have a lot of milk, so the women of the Ansar competed on who will get 

the honor of fostering Ibrahim the son of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص    This honor went to Umm 

Sayf. As in the hadeeth on Anas: “…Then the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave the baby to Umm Sayf, 

the wife of Abu Sayf who was an iron-smith…”55 

 

THE PROPHET’S ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص COMPASSION FOR CHILDREN 

Anas said: “I have never seen anyone more compassionate to children than the Prophet 

 used ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص His son Ibrahim used to be fostered in the outskirts of Madeena, so he .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

to go there, and we were in his company, he ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص would enter, carry the baby and kiss 

it, stay for a bit, then leave.”  In another narration: “…I followed him until we reached 

Abu Sayf and he was blowing fire with the help of blacksmith's bellows and the house 

was filled with smoke. I hastened my step and went ahead of Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

and said: O Abu Sayf, stop it, Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is coming. He stopped and Allah's 

Apostle (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) called for the child. He embraced him and said what Allaah willed…”56 
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